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Naming living things

If you want to find the name of a plant or animalyou could look
through books until you see a picture of it. Or yo'u could use a key.

Keys

The simplest key;sare made up of short, numbered sentences
arranged in pairs. Look at the example below. Read the
instructions, then use this key to name the insects drawn on this
page.

How to use the key

Read the first pair of descriptions and decide which fit the insect
you ar~ trying to name. Opposite the description you choose there
is a number. This number tells you which pair of descriptions to
read next. Read them, and-again decide which describes the insect.
Opposite, you will find either the insect's name, or the number of
the next pair of descriptions to read. Carryon until you find"the
insect's name.

An example of a key

1 Wings visible
Wings not visible

2 Three-pronged tail
Pincers at end of tail

;r 3 "Twopairs of wings
One pair of wings

4 Wings fringed with hairs
Wings not fringed with hairs

5 Legs longer than body
Legs not longer than body

6 Wings larger than body
Wings not larger than body

3
2

Bristle tail
Earwig

4
5

Thrip
6

Cranefly
Housefly

Butterfly
Wasp
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